
Together ,  we can make a huge impact on
reducing predators across the landscape.
One pregnant female rat  can result  in  15,000
ratty descendants in a single year – so any
control  is  a great  contr ibut ion – thank you.

You can volunteer to trap as a team in a
publ ic space or  reserve,  but  also in a typical
urban situat ion – by instal l ing one or  two
traps on your property.

You can use this method with mechanical  rat  t raps,  but  you can also trap consistent ly  throughout
the year.

Pulse in February ,  Apri l ,  August and November – these months match the avai labi l i ty  of  resources
and breeding t imes for  both rats and nat ive bird l i fe.

Trapping pulses last  4 weeks in total ,  you can then stop unt i l  the next  pulse (chart  below).

During a pulse,  you wi l l  be using either  a Wooden Box (pictured below left)  and T-rex snap trap
(below middle) ,or  Modif ied victor  (below r ight)  for  big ship rats.  Larger DOC traps also work for  rats.

Use peanut butter ,  chocolate or  seeds as a lure for  your trap.  Set  the trap inside the box,  roughly
around the middle of  the trap.  Check every 1-3 days in the f i rst  week or  two of  the pulse.  You can
check less frequently  after  that.  I f  you f ind your lure disappearing,  but  rat  t raps not being tr iggered
– mice or  s lugs/snai ls  may be taking your lure.  Put  out  smal ler  mouse traps for  a short  per iod of
t ime,  t ry  a longer l i fe  lure cube,  and/or pop down some slug poison around the trap.

The most effect ive and eff ic ient  way to control  predators ,  is  to ‘Pulse ’  (conduct predator  control  at
intervals)  – FOUR TIMES  a  year.

Welcome to the Pest Free Kaipātiki  Restoration Society!

Rat trapping with PFK

I f  you have borrowed a free trap or  bait  stat ion from PFK,  in  return,  we ask that  you
record your v is i ts in Trap.NZ -  we use Trap.NZ for  col lect ing pest  animal  data.  

You can use this to record and view al l  your predator  control  act iv i ty .
 
 
 
 

WHY CONTROL RODENTS?

Rodents carry disease and are publ ic
nuisances in our cei l ings,  compost ,  homes
and backyards.  They are also key predators
of our nat ive f lora and fauna.  They hunt
birds,  eggs,  l izards and invertebrates and
consume massive amounts of  seed which
make up the next  generat ion of  forest.  Rats
are prevalent  in Kaipāt ik i .

HOW CAN WE MAKE A DIFFERENCE?

HOW TO CONTROL RODENTS EFFECTIVELY



Spacing:  Typical ly  one trap per  urban property is  suff ic ient ,  or
approximately every 50 meters along a l ine for  a larger property.  On
massive propert ies ,  place them 50m along a l ine,  with each l ine being
100m apart .  

Pre-feeding with mechanical  traps:  Rats are ware of  new food
sources and objects.  Before actual ly  sett ing your trap the f i rst  t ime,
put  out  a l i t t le  lure (eg.  peanut butter)  in  the entrance of  the trap and
on top of  the unset trap inside the tunnel .  Check the trap every day,
replenishing the lure i f  taken.  Final ly  after  a week of  doing this ,  set
the trap as normal.  Do this at  least  the very f i rst  t ime traps go out ,
but  ideal ly  every t ime the trap tunnel  is  moved or  a new trap is
introduced.  

Location for  trap:  Use chew cards or  monitor ing tunnels to f ind
where pests are present.  Place traps along r idges,  stream banks,
coastal  edges and within backyards – along fence l ines and areas
where there is  securi ty  for  a rodent ( i .e  a garden shed) or  pi le  of
debris.  Sometimes rodents may not enter  a trap i f  other  handy food
sources are avai lable ,  therefore ensure composts or  fal len fruit  are
cleaned up regular ly .  

Disposal:  Rat carcasses can be wrapped in newspaper ,  a  plast ic bag
and disposed of  in your general  rubbish ( landfi l l ) ,  or  bur ied deeply in
the garden.

Health and Safety:  Mechanical  t raps can cause bruising and larger
DOC traps can cause more ser ious damage if  not  managed careful ly .
Proceed with care and attent ion when sett ing and unsett ing your
traps,  and do not be distracted.  Wear gloves and ensure you wash
your hands thoroughly after  interact ing with the trap or  any carcases.
For al l  rat  t rap types,  please remember to lure the trap before you set
i t .  When placing the trap inside the wooden tunnel ,  p lace i t  towards
the back and ensure i t  does not sl ide forwards where chi ldren,  pets
or by-catch could access the snap trap.  

TIPS AND TRICKS

Register ,  jo in a PFK project ,  then add a trap.
Once you have added your rat  t rap to trap.nz
using our trap.nz guide,  you wi l l  need to start
recording visi ts.  

Cl ick or  tap on your trap on the map.  Once
open,  f i l l  in  the detai ls.  I t  doesn't  matter  i f  you
haven't  caught anything,  or  even i f  the lure
hasn't  been taken,  every v is i t  must be
recorded.  There are opt ions avai lable.

Add notes or  a photo i f  necessary.  

Press and hold  on the "SAVE" button to save
your v is i t  record.

Trap.nz Instructions:

Contact Information:
Pest Free Kaipāt ik i  Contact  Emai l :  enquir ies@pestfreekaipat ik i .org.nz

Keep up to date with us on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/pestfreekaipat ik i

I f  you haven't  caught
anything,  remember to
select  one of  these
options!

I f  you have caught
something,  where i t  says
"Species" ,  select  your
caught animal .  Usual ly  this
wi l l  be a rat .  

Ship rats have a tai l  that  is
longer than i t 's  body,  whi le
a Norway rat  wi l l  have a
body that  is  longer than
it 's  ta i l .  

Trap example along a boundary
that  doesn't  wobble & the snap
trap far  away from the entrance
hole for  safety.  


